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MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT BELLINGHAM TOWN HALL ON FRIDAY 3 JUNE 2016 

 
Present: Edwin Wilkinson, Ken Gaskin, Joanne Roberts, Pat Wilkinson, Brian English and Monica Tasker. 
 
1.Apologies:  Sharyn Kelly, Jamie Rickelton, Ruth Everatt, William Wilkinson and Bill Burlton. 
 
2. Minutes of last meeting:  Edwin had requested a change in date of this meeting, and said that Brian English has joined this meeting to 
discuss the new website, which is now up and running. Edwin asked if there are any matters arising from the Minutes of 3 May 2016 
meeting, as there were none, Ken proposed and Pat seconded that these were agreed to be a true record. 
 
3. Matters Arising 
       
Curtains – On-going, no further progress. 
 
Website – Brian English talked about the changes on the website and asked if there are any queries.  He is happy to change any of the 
content or make any changes as and when required.  He said we could have a specific page containing pictures of any events, and could we 
take care to line up the pictures.  This page can contain any refurbishment carried out so the public are aware of the committee’s actions and 
also it will help with any fundraising.  Also he suggested to advertise other events occurring locally or local accommodation as a means of 
attracting the public to our website and to give a reason for people to look at our website and giving more awareness to the Town Hall.  It is 
possible to contact Brian on webmaster @bellinghamtownhall.org.  Brian then left the meeting.  It was generally agreed that the website 
looks good and acceptable. 
 
Community Fayre – Joanne reported that the event was disappointing in that it was not as well attended as was hoped, possibly as there 
were other events on at the same time.  Joanne wished it noted that the Hall was not clean and ready for this event, and there followed a 
discussion.  Joanne was asked to find out from Sharyn what the list of cleaning duties are at the present time, and Joanne will obtain a quote 
to  have the Hall fully cleaned. 
 
Insurance, Town Hall Valuation –the internet valuation has been received, and Edwin thanked Monica for organising this.  Joanne had 
forwarded this valuation to the insurers to obtain a renewal quote.  The quote has trebled as was expected.  Monica was asked to do a list of 
items not covered by this insurance to go into our Terms and Conditions so that hirers are aware of what is needed to be covered by their 
own insurance for their particular event.  Joanne asked about the insurance cover for the income amount as the income was slightly higher 
this year, and it was agreed to increase the cover to £16,000.  It was agreed to pay the insurance invoice in full rather than in instalments. 
 
New Library Contract – this is on-going, and Edwin enquired as to where is the book containing the sheets for the various legionnaire’s 
tests that are required. 
 
Distribution of Electric Monitors – Joanne said that some of these were distributed at the Community Fayre, and as there are some left it 
was decided to leave them in the Library for anyone to take. 
 
Oil Tank – Edwin said that he has received quotes from John Batey and Neil Murray with regard to building a wall around the oil tank.  After 
discussion it was decided to accept Neil Murray’s quote.  Monica was asked to write to Neil Murray and Michael Armstrong to accept their 
quotes and to John Batey to decline his quote. Edwin will contact Michael regarding siting the tank and Neil about blocking up one of the 
windows. 
 
 4. Treasurer’s Report – Joanne reported on the accounts; the Library invoices have been paid; the new invoice has been sent.  Joanne 
asked about setting up on-line banking, and Edwin has taken the leaflets to read through.  Joanne has received an invitation from the Coop 
to apply for funding of £3000, and it was agreed to apply for this to help with redecoration of the Hall internally and externally.  Hexham 
Courant invoice has been paid, as yet not had payment from the Drama.  Joanne said the Consortium are looking into cheaper electric bills 
and will make enquiries into this.  As Ken has requested more chairs for the Hall, Joanne had found a price for folding chairs, and Ken said 
these can be a hazard and not to purchase them. 
 

5. Any other business: 
 
Ken requested payment for stationary needed for the Friends of the Town Hall, and has been paid. 
Joanne asked about putting an advert into the Bellingham Show leaflet, and after discussion it was decided not to do this. 
Edwin asked about turning off the heating, and this was unanimously agreed. 
Monica asked about the Twisty Roads and after discussion it was decided to take them off the constitution 
 
As there was no other business, the meeting closed at 8.20 pm.  The next meeting is 5 July 2016 at 7.00pm. 


